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CROSSMAIl DROPS THE VEIL

The truth is out: those of us (including Ian lMikardo) who said
that the incomes policy of the Government was suspiciously like
lussolini's corporate-state policies have had powerful vindication.
This has come in an indirect manner from, of all people, Richard
Croscman., When he said that there can be no return to the free-
for-all which existed bLefore July 20th, he revealed that the
Cebinet mean to permanently regulate wages with the full force

of the law, Gone is any pretence that the wage freeze is a
temporary measure designed to mect a crisis situation.

Crossman's (deliberate?) slip of the tongue rnust be used in the
growing campaign to defeat the Wilson Government at Trighton.

As we show on page 6, the tiny majority gained for the Government
at the Ilackpool TUC Conference was achieved purely and sinply
because two unions - USDAW and UM - defied all rationality by
voting both ways on the vital questions of the wage freeze and
legal sanctions zrainst unions; another completely and utterly
defied its conference policy,

Every nerve must be strained to reverse these decisions; every
organisation which is going to be represented at the Trighton
Labour Party Conference must be forced to face up to the questions:
Are they going to throw their vote bLehind measures designed to
permanently shackle the unions in this country? Are they going
to support this Govermment in introducing measures which will be
an ideal weapon for a future Tory Government? Or are they
going to remain true to the traditions of the Labour Party - the
party which was created to defend trade union rights = by
throwing out the incomes policy, the wage frecze and all anti
trade union measures? We must go all out to defeat Wilson at
Prighton,

Ail URGENT APIEAL .. AN URGENT AITEAL .. AN URGENT APFPEAL .o

As an act of faith with our readers, znd particularly with those

who have responded to our urgent call for financial help - we

have resumed weekly publication earlier than planned, despite the
saving which could have been effected by completing our summer
schedule. A fortnightly coverage is simply not sufficient to deal
with to-day's fast moving political developments, and we appeal

To all readers who have not already done so to please, please,

renew their subscriptions and send us what donations ther can afford.



SARTRE CALLS CIM RUSSI.L TO DETER WASHIEGTOU (from Ies Temps lodernes)

After having fruitlecssly, but with impunity, bombar led ‘ichosecn objectives"
in North Vietnam in 1964; ofter hoving inereased their repressive

ground forces in .outh Victn~m to 366,000 men - stated to be 604QU00 by the
end of this ycor; after hroving naboned crops, burned forests, destroyed
villages, deported the inha "itants o f entire regions, tortured and exece
uted prisoners and 'suspects"; after hoving unloaded on this small
country, in 15 months, a2 third of the tonnsre of bombs (rounded out between
times by the use of napalm, harmless gases that neverthless kKill, &nd
slivers of steel) dropped om 2ll of ‘/estern Burope during the fifty-six
months of the second world war; after having systematically bambarded,
beginning with lost year, the roads, bridges, railroads, buildings,
(including hospitals and schools) of the Demoeratic Hepublic of Vietnam, and
all that fruitlessly, but with impunity, the United 5tates began bombarding
denoi ond Haiphong at the end of June. They know the Vietnamese will not
capitulnte despite everything; ncither the penssnt fiphters of the south
who took up arms again in 1959 on their own initiative to libernte then=-
selves from o regime imnosed from abroad; nor the government of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam, which is defending, alone, at a price without
precedent in history, the right - and the duty = that o socinlist state has
to prevent the crushing of a2 revolution which surged um by itself in the
other h=1f of the same country,

Thot is why the /merican escalation will not halt ot this point. Its next
steps envisage the destruction of =11 organized socicl activity in the Demo=
cratic Republic of Vietnam. The ‘merican air force is preparing to bomb the
dykes of the Red River, thus wiping out all the Tonkincse rice cultivation
and a good part of the ten million inhnbit~nts of the Delta; the. imerican
infantry is preparing to 1l:ond on the shores of Forth Vietnom. These next
steps of the cucalation ore Inowp as the enrlicr ones were knowna long time
in advance. The United States is d elipegrately toking the risk of 2 world war
because, in vicw of the internal division in the socinlist canp, they con-
sider this risk to be very small, Their 2im, which goecs for beyond Vietnam
is flo demonstrate:

1. That imperialism has enough forccs to crush, there or ahywhere
else, o victorious revolutionary moveitent, whether or not it is armed:

2. That every socinlist state thnt tries to prevent this repres-
sion will itself be pitilessly ~nnihil-ted, even if the revolution that it
secks to nid hos broken out in the other hnlf of the s-nme nation;

3«  That despite the solemn mutual defense treotics which bind
this st;?e to the rest of the socialist world, it will be abendoned by them,
s0 fqrmluable is the warlike determination and the stratezic superiority of
the United states;

&, That, conseruently, cvery nttenpt, aracd or peaceful, which
tends.ta change the soei:l and international relntions immosed by imerican
imperlalism, is a hopeless undertaking cnywhere in the world for a long tine

o come,

This demonstr-tion has not yet been completed but it is well on the waye

For six years imperizlism has been on the offensive in the entire world,
making and unmaking regim:s, in Santo Domingo, Brazil, Yest and Contrrl
;friqa, Indonesia, Bolivia, .rgentinn... In the w-ke of the American ‘gg-
resslon ~goomst Vietnam, the most extrome =nd obscurr-ntist recaction moves
forward on 211 fronts, without the “ilsons, theBlrandts, the Mitterands, the
Mollets, the llennis, who protest very politely - for isn't Johnson irascible
and doesn't one have to have his ear in order to influcnce this grcat
dmerican? - toking into account that imperinlism, at its present mpce, can



soon dispense with their loyal services.

In this situation humanitarian ond pacifist phraseology is as disgusting as
praise of the Gaullist strategy is idiotic. Actuclly de Gaulle cdoes nothing
to aid the struggle of the Vietnomese people; he is using both that struggle
and the American gliding toward a war against China to restore to ZEuropean
imperialism a part of its lost independence. That oppressed peoples should
seek to derive advantage and borrow arms from the weakest - and therefore the
less dangerous - imperizlism against the most powerful is entirely in order
and a matter of tactics. Dut to take that as a pretext for identifying
Gaullist imperizlism with anything progressive only revecls the vacuity of
the international strategy to which opportunism lecads. Lack of clarity,
cowardly waiting, "reclism" are the grave of the socialist and revolutionary
movement; they prepare further defeats as surely as non-intervention against
Spenish fascism in 1936 prepared 1940 and its secuel. However, the obvious
perallel is not only with the war in Spein but also with the capitulations
which preceded and followed the Munich agrecment,.

The United States is convinced that the Soviet Union will rcireat to the very
end before engaging in any test of strength., It believes that a provocation
against China will not make the Joviet camp budge. It thinks it can coerce
China either to lose face by rcmzining passive before the annhilation and
occupation of the Democratic Republic of Vietnom or to provide them with the
pretext, by its reaction, to destroy its nuclear centres and, if that is not
enough, to traonsform the Chinese cities into immense chsrnel houses. They
calculate that the USSR will watch the humiliation or massacre of the Chinese
without acting. They calculate that after th-t the US:R will be glnd to grasp
the bloody hand of America and sign a new global lMunich pact. Is this cal-
culation insane? If so, it is high time to siy so. Ench week that passes
without the socialist comp fixing precise limits, the breaching of which will
entail direct repriscls, renders the unfolding the ‘merican plcon more prob-
able. Each new aggression against the People's Qepublic of Vietnam narrows
the margin of manoever for the socialist comp and comes close to the moment
when it will be confronted with the worst dilemma = general capitulation or
generel wor,

The incapacity to fix this limit and threaten the United >tates, before any
new phase of the escalation, with 'Ygradusted reprisals” of the counterescala-
tion, is disheartening ond tragic. 4is easy to measure out as the ‘merican
escalations, the counterescalation of the socinlist powers would have the
superiority of being legitimete ond effective. The iAero-nnval bases and the
installations of the fmericsn Seventh Fleet are located =t Formosa,at Okinawa,
in Thailand,in the Philippines,in the Gulf of Tonkin. seven years ago, the
—oviet artillery demonstrated its ability to hit a target 10,000 kilometers
away. To proclaim that there is a strict limit beyong which one would

return blow for blow; to assure, while so doing, support to all the peoples
discourzged by the /merican killings as well as by their own Inability to aid
Vietnam which is fighting for them allj to deliberately assume the risk of
war to-day is the surest way to avoid the choice tomorrow hetwecn the reality
of an imposed war and the destruction, one after the oth~r of the recvolu-
tionary states and movements of Asia ond elsewherc.



VIEGIAIL by Geoff Co ran

The Tlections

That the Vietnam elections were confined to areas under U.S.
control, that no pro-com wunist - nor even pro-neutralist
candidates were pernitted to stand, and that the bhallot itself
was open to every sort of manipulation ap ear to have done
nothing to Llunt President Johnson's enthusiasn for the declared .
result. To its record of support for a long line of corrupt
rovernments in Vietnam the American administration now adds its
sponsorship of this farce of an election,

50 brazen cnd indefernsible has become .ierican supnort for the
totally discredited Saigon regime that few (outside lritish
Covernrent circles of course) are prepared to make the moral
somersaults necessary to condone it. Cn the eve of the election
the 'Daily Yelerraph' cfiectively discredited the results in
advance by a report from its Yashington correspondent that "a
prosperous merchant in Zien oa province near Secigon, who is
runuing fox & seat in Sout! Vietnam's 117-nan Constituent
Lssenbly, has been Thusily bribing voters.” U.5. Governnent
ofliciels with whom he had discussed this had actually welcomed
this "investwment in corruption as an indication that +he campaig
was being taken seriously" ! The reort sums up the calling

of the elections as "a d:eamatvic, headline snatching pamble ...
by President Johnson ... to steal the limelight from Senator
Fulbright on the eve of the congressional hearings on Vietnam
and to deprive hiu of argunent about the Ldninistration's
predilection for Jictators."

Vietnem . hotognraphic ixhibition

Goineiding with the UC Anvual Conference, the ertrand Russell
+'eace Foundetion's Thotopraphic Izhibition on the Vietnam liar
opened in Dlackpool last weel:. With ruch a horyific - and
heroic - story as the Vietnemese stru;:le for independence there
is a temptation to concentrate zn exhibition on the atrocities,
and certainly enough material is readily available to line the
walls of the largest hall with documentary and nphotosraphic
evidence of the Lrutal, pitiless cruelties inflicted by US forces

on the peonle whom rresicent Johnson has described, an a revealin:

of{-the-cuff phrose, as "yellow dwarfs”,
Instead of such a non-stop catalogue of horror, the Ixhibition

attempts the more difiicult taskt of portraying something of the
history and nature of the strur-le and meets head—on the inevi-
table questions as to what "the other side® is doing. The
successes of the iTI''s resistence, as well as its adiinistrative
role in the liberated areas, are all srephically displayed.

The risk of such an aprroach was that the reneral public, and
particularly the uncommitted nublic, would hurry from atrocity
photorraph to atrocity photograph, ignoring the intervening
displays and linking commentaries. Instead the response has
been astonishingly serious and intense, with nearly every visitor
wvorking slowly en¢ rethodically through the Lxhibition, often
turning bacl: to re~checl various facts ard firures.

over/



Vietnam Exhibition continued

Presented in this context of the inmorality and illepality of
the American presence, which is itself a crine against peace,
the-atrocities malke a much deeper impact. Undoubtedly the
uncommitted visitors were shocked to the core, but they were
shocked, also, into considering, for the first time, the real
nature of the strugrle, §

In Dlackpool the Ixhibition was sponsored by 20 trade unions
and was visited by nany delegates to the Conference. Over
200 signatures were obtained for a petition pledging support
for the call for a War Crimes Tribunal to examine charges of
war crimes against the United States of America, Numerous
cnquiries were also received about the future tour of the
Exhibition. A London date is to be @announced in the near
future, and the Ixhibition is already booked for Brighton at
the time of the Labour Perty Conference.

Further enquiries are welcomed from organisations and
individuals who can offer suitable accomodation and some
ascistance in local publicity. The Exhibition, which comprises
nearly 200 photographs, maps and other exhibits from North and
South Vietnam, takes up a total 200 ft. wall space, but half
of this can, if necessary, be arranged on stands which travel
wvith the Exhibition and which can he readily adapted to
¢ifferent shapes ond sizes of halls. In view of the Exhib-
ition's transport costs and the desirability of planning an
economic tour, early apnlications would be aprreciated, and
should be made to Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation, 3/4
Shavers Ilace, Haymarket, London, SW.1. Tel. WHItehall 4209.

GOVIRNIMENT BAN ON VIGTIAM DENONSTRATION

Just two weeks before the Demonstration which was to have
marched from Trafalgar Square to the Labour Party Headquarters
at Trensport House, the Vietnan Solidarity Committee has been
advised by the Ministry of Public Works that they cannot permit
the use of Trafalpar Square. I'o reason is given, other than
That the "decision has been reached after full crnsideration.™

The decision shows the Government's obvious dislike for
democratic expression on an issue on which it is perticularly
sensitive., The Vietnam Solidarity Campaign will not allow
this petty minded, bureaucratic decision from preventing it
going ahead with ite organised protests against the ILabour
Government's complicity in the Vietnam lar, '

VILLESDON CENTRE I'CR SCCIALIST MELTING

A Public Meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 21st

at 8.00 pm. at Anson Hgll, Anson Road, Iondon, NW.2. The
subject: "A Ppogramme for the Left - against Wilson's policies".
The speakers will be Pat Jorden (The Veek), and Tony Cliff
(ILebour 'orker)




PLACKPOQL - THEY FRAUDULENT VICTOR by a Special Correspondent

The victory for the Covernment's economnic po;icies at Dlacgpool
has becn widely described as a hollow one - itself a towering
overstatement of the narrow margin by which legislation was
accepted, and one which carefully overlooks the means by which
it was obtained. With the vote safely in the bag, Richard
Crossman has raised the curtain on the Covernment's future
intentions by making it quite clear that the freeze was not _
introduced merely as a 12-month interruption of normal practice.
Admittedly, to many of us the curtain was no more than a thin
veil in the first place but it was aprarently thick enough for
the myopic atmosphere at Blackpool.

The effect of this deliberate misrepresentation by the Government
of its intentions was heightened by two other major factors.
PMirstly, the utter inconsistency of the stands taken by USDAW

and the NUIM on two of the motions. Ls the following table shows
this alone is enough to nullify the vote on one or other of the
two final motions:

Union and ¢ General i Composite Composite | Composite
Block Vote Council f motion motion ! motion
Report : sunhorting opposing against early
acce tin§ standstill standstill] werning
standstill jlegislation
; Z I -
e E‘l L4444 ,000) | Lcainst Against Tor L' For
ARU 1,049,000) Tor For Ageinst | Apgainst
ITUGIMW  (796,000) Tor Tor Against | Acainst
UM (447,000) For For AGAINST ; TOR
USDAW  (350,000) Against Against FOR | AGATINST
HALGO  (34S,000) Against Lgainst Tor ! For
ETU (29%,000) Arainst For Against | Ageinst
HWUR (255,000) Tor i TFor Lgainst I Against

The second factor is the IUGMW's defiance of its own conference
policy. Union members have the remedies within their own hands
without recourse to the law. "evertheless, it is instructive
to note whet was seid by 'Justinian', the legal correspondent

of The Financial Times: Comnenting on the result of last week's
court case against union officials, he wrote: "The Jjudge ruled
that the reversal of union policy by the executive comnitvee was
in breach of the rules as a defiance of the May Congress. <..

If the union's rules had been broken, why then did the court not
grant the one and only remedy, namely an injunction to restrain
action which would be unlawful? Once the union offici als had
voted at Dlackpool no other remedy the court night give would be
of the slightest value. ... If officials transgress the rules
then the members' rights are to that extent infringed. It seems
odd that the courts should countenance transgressions Ly union
officials to the extent of den;ing the only effective remedy
available, "



SMASH THE FREEZE - FPIGHT UNZIPLOYIIENT

The Industrial Shop Stewards' Defence Comnittee has issued a
leaflet on the llage Freeze, from which the following extracts
have been taken:

Prices will not be [rozen: Everyone knows that many nrices have
increased . since July 20th. As the Financial Times put it
see "in fact, there has becn no price freeze. The section in
prices in the July White Paper does not amount to anything
approaching a universal standstill on prices."” There can be

no machirery to ensure that the prices in hundreds of thous-
ands of shops up and down the country are frozen - as we already
linow to our cost. ;

The Government's blanliet refusal of increases contracted for and
agreed months in advance of the freeze contrasts.strgngely with
the exceptions pernitied to manufacturers for price increases

due to taxation, increased import charges, seasonal changes in
supply and increased costs of components, In fact many food
prices are excluded from the freeze altogether. The freeze,
(like Incomes Policy) is a fraud. The effect of price

increases without wages following is a planned decrease in wages.

The Imployers will take the Hint: In many ca es the employers
will find the wage freeze and the credit restrictions an excuse
to cut fringe henefits and bonuses. The attack on long
established rights end conditions will be stepped up by the
bosses, Short tine, and above all unemployment, also mean
nothing but a slashing of workers' wages., The Government is
creating the framework in which the employers can most effect-
ively fight organised workers.

Unemployment:  To justify Incomes Policy, Vilson and Zrown
arcued that wa_e restraint was the necessary alternctive to
unemployment, I'ow we are getting wapge cuts and unemployment,
Pryke, an ex-member of lilson's DEA, stated that the figure of
uneiployment could reach a million Ly the winter after nex .

The City keeps its divicdends, the bosses leep their profits an d
the workers lose their jobs.

Cause of the Crisis: The real causes of the crisis are, first,
nilitary s: eading abroad; second, the export of private capital
overseas. In the present year the estimcted loss on the balance
of payments will be about 2220 millions. Jut military
expenditure abroad will be 7S650 millions; and private capital
export, &450 millions. The crisis is a crisis of the

capitalist syvstem, It is caused by the hosses. Let them pay
for it. -
e must have a prograrme to fight the freeze: No sa:lking, share

the work. If the enployers are unable to keep & factory open,
let the State take it over. Pight for rank and file control

of the worlzers' orranisations and against Government intervention
in trade union affairs. Pledge full support for all workers
engaged in strike action to defend conditions. In the TGU
there are sections (i.e. tank Crivers) who could beat the freeze
hends down., Let Cousins and his followers natch their verbal
radicalism with determined and meaningful action.



REDUNDATCIES by 7illie Thompson

Hard on the heels of almost complete short-time working at the B.M.C. plant
at Bathgate in West Lothian, came the announcement from the North British
Steel factory in the same town that 100 of their employees are to receive
similar treatment, and in the same area, 46 workers are due to be laid off
from the West Lothian brickworks. In the west of Scotland, major sackings at
Singer's of Clydebank have been followed by the news that I.C.I. will slow
down by a year construction work on its projected nylon-polymer plant in
Ayrshire, and it is reported that about 50 workers there have been offered
"golden handshakes" to retire earlier than normal. By far the harshest blow,
however, has been the fact that discontinuance of night shift working at the
Rootes Pressings car factory of Linwood has meant the dismissal of 500
production workers. In the same week 80 night shift workers attending a
factory gate meeting on a victimisation issue found the gates closed against
them and were locked-out for the remainder of the shift.

RISING PRICES

The Scottish UndersecTetary of State, J. Dickson liabon, has recently been
having intensive meetings with over 50 local authorities, warningz them, among
other thinzs, that contractors are forcing up the price of council houses in
excess even of the extent permitted by the government. He promised no interv
-ention of any sort but suggested rather a switch to industrialised building
methodSessesss In Leanarkshire the Scottish Special Housing Association are
to raise the rents of 800 of their houses. Dundee Corporation has taken a
decision to do likewise, and though efforts are being made by the Labour
Group to reverse it, this appears almost impossibhle to accomplish. Many

of those redund=nt and on short time in West Lothian will also find themselves
faced with a rates increase, and in Fast Lothian the County Council is raising
its rents, There is talk about the possibility of increased tolls on the
Fourth Rozd Bridge as the Joint Board sinks further into debt and finds the
volume of traffic insufficient to meet its obligations,

Durinz the week-end September 3-4 the Scottish Labour Party's annual Women's
Conference was held in Falkirk. The press was excluded, except to an addeess
given by a government minister, Miss llargaret Herbison. The following day

in Glasgow a Labour Farty conference was held to explain government policy to
local delegates. Again the press was invited to hear only one spesker, who
turned out to be, =surprise, surprise,- Miss 'largaret Herbispn.

Representatives of 6000 Glasgow busmen have decided to take no action meantime
on the freezing of their 9/3d per week wage award., Dundee busmen are the
only Scottish municipal transport employees to have done so, partially banning
overtime and refusing standing passengers.

HUGO BLANCO IN DANGER:?'!

An appeal has been made for letters of protest against the reported plan of the
Peruvian Government to execute Hugo Blanco. The revolutionary socialist
peasant leader has been held prisoner since 1963 and now faces a secret
military trial. Blanco had organised peasant unions in the Cruzco region of
Peru, which led struggles for land reform. Letters of protest should be sent
to: Presidente Fernando Belaunde Terry, Lima, Peru, and to the Tercera Zona
Judicial de Policia de Arequipa, Peru. Any contributions for Blanco!s defence

sent to this publication will be forwarded. It is hoped to include a more
extensive report of Blanco's activities in next week's issue.,



CITIZENS® CCUICIL SET UP from 'The }Militant!

—

"From August 23~ 26th, the Cleveland Citizens Committee for Review of the Grand
"~~~ --Jury Report held public hearings .on the Hough, .Cleveland, outbreak, The Grand
cmeeee. _ Jury—Report said that'a riot was caused in the Negro area by Communists and
- outside agitators.. Held at Liberty Hall Baptist Church, the public review -
“was-attended by audiences ranging from 300- 800 people. The Citizens Committee
—....-~ plana to publish an answer to the Grand Jury Report. The first witness to 4
testify was Earl Rowe,- supervisor of the Office of Economic Opportunity in the
Hough area., He described -the conditions there: housihg owned by landlords
who do not live up to city housing codeds -overcrowded families; lack of
garbaze collection; abandoned dwellings; lack of jobs. Rowe was on duty
durinz the outbreask, and saw no " outside agitators... the only organisation.I
. saw was the National Guard." When asked if therehad been any change in Hough
- since the riots,,pRowe said:"I have séen the greatest change in my life since
; the occupation/Turope. I have seen city machines roll into the area, and I
have seen condemned buildings come down like megic. Over 500 jobs have been
found for residents in the last four weeks. Hough residents are now supervisors
in the lough cleemup eampuign. I have seen more officials, more supervisors,
 thamrever before,"

There were a number of !lough residents who testified what happened to them
during the eruption. Anthony Lewis, resident in the Hough area, testified
that he was walking to the store to buy some bread. He saw police put some
people into a police wagon. Then he saw bricks flying und four cops got out
and fired, "One took dead aim with a shotgun and one took dead aim with a
revolver, I saw smoke, a fellow next to me hit the ground. Somebody came to
help him but the cop said, !'Stop! Don't touch him!'., When I read the newspaper
report, it said that a sniper shot Percy Giles., It wasn't. This was nurder."

Henry Towns told this storys He was awakened by his 16 year old wife Dianna
around 4.0 a.m., because a fire was raging in the next building. Afraid the
fire might spread to their house, they dressed and put their baby and three
year old son into the car, along with lMrs.Towns* 12 year old brother. Uhen Mr,
Towns tried to back his car out of the driveway, he found a car was blocking
it. He asked an officer to remove the car, but the officer igmored him.
Finally, he blew his horn and drove across the lawn. -An officer yelled "What
the hell do you think you're doing®™. Dlr.Towns stopped to explain, and the
police ran up to his car and began to drag him out. IHis wife grabbed him
round the neck, and the police began to beat him with clubs. The car lurched
forward a foot or so, and the police opened fire. "hen they stopned shooting,
Mrs.Towns was lyinz uncornmcious, the baby wss covered vith blood and the little
boy had been shot in the hezd., Mr.Towns was taken to gaol, where he was indicted
a on a charge of "aguravated assault". His son suffered extensive brain damage
and Mrs,Towns suffered brain damage and has lost her right eyes.

Another witness was Mr.Adams, who lives on Hough Avenue. Te watched police

from his apartment, and when they started shocting in the street, six friends
crowded into his apartemnt. Police then shot down lMr.Adams' door because they
alleged that somebody was shooting from the bedroom. Althouzh they found

nobody, lir.Adams and his friends were charged with disorderly assembly next
morning, having been kept in a filthy cell with 60 other people during the night.
ihen he returned home, he found that his record player had been torn to pieces

and his home wrecked.



A THREAT TO THE SHOP STE{ARDS C van Gelderen T e

It is significant that the first of the Qlesearch Papers issued_by the Royal
Commission on Trade Unions snd Lmployers' ’“ssocistions should deal with
"The Role of Shop Stewerds in British Industrisl ielations." The reason
for this is not far to seck. The Commission consists almost entirely of
the representatives of Big Business and the Trade Union burcaucracy. Both
have good rcason to fear the influence of the Shop Stewszrds which reflect
on the one hand, the embryonic development of dual power within a given
industry ond, on the other, acts as a break on the backe-sliding Unien
officimls, reody to sell out the rank-and-file on some spurious pretext,
‘like "saving the pound', or another.

The general view of the steward, as he emerges out of this, not unbiased
report is a shopfloor bargsziner, prepared to use every opportunity to
satisfy his members' grievances., “If necessary he is prepared to circumvent
rules and procedures and even ignore established Union boundaries.” The
shop steward was originally envisaged as a sort of "middle-man" between
union officials ond managements In practice, however, he often acts as the
true representative of the interests of his fellow-workers against both
management and trade union officinldom, This is particularly true in a
tisht lebour market situation, such as the present, when the official union
leadership icentifies itself with the "nationzal interest’ and obandons its
main task of furthering the intercsts of its membership. More and more

the workers at the bench turn to their shop stewards to lecad them in the
struggle - to-day often a three-pronged battle against the bosses the
Government ond the Trade Union burecaucrscy.

As the report states shop stewards negotizted over a wide ronge of issues
with all levels of management and tended to become most prominent and power=-
ful when they had managed to obtain some control over carnings. From the
monagenent point of view, the es ential role of the shop steward involved
incessant challenge ond constant attack. No wonder management so resolutely
opposes the demand to open the books for, with this weapon the shop steward
would indeed become a threat to the very existence of the present industrial
set-up. DLven so, the element of dual power is very much in evidence,
according to the 3urvey., ~“tewards do not hesitate to exploit management
mistokes and weaknesses, to restrict msnsgement frecdom and prerogctives and
to subject every mannzement decision that might affect their mcmbers-to con-
tinual review. From the workers' side, snys the ieport, it looked like ind-
ustrial democracy - from the viewpoint of the harassed maoneger, the growth of
the shop steward challenge ‘'sometimes appears, at best, interference, and,

at worst, an undermining of legitimete zuthority.” I/here the influence of the
shop stewards grew in a firm, the lower levels of supcrvision - foremen,floor
superintendents etec, -§§§%£r§'und themseclves left out of the industrial re-
lations decisions, Bhop-%eman unrcstricted cccess to top mmapement to get
speedy and satisfactory settlement. In industries where the influcnce of the
shop stewards are growving,therc is a corresponding decline in that of the
joint consultative committees,which are rezarded by the stewards "as an in-
effective and unfair substitute for collective bargaining." The survey rec-
ognises the shop steward as the thin end of the wedge for full worker's con=-
trel in incustry. It cdveczted legal penclties be cpplied to discipline shop
stewerds and to prevent the influence of wage drift,of which they regard thc
shop ctewards as the priue cgents. The Survey would like to see a shop
Steward movement which, if it must exist at all, is as docile toward manage=-
ment as the average trode union official,with its powers curbed by Porliament.
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"WE WANT A REVOLUTION Ve demand :

(from & Young Socialist reader)

Imnigration 1. Equality, regardless of religion or race.
: » Withdraw immigration White Paper (Racist).
3+ Fight racialism in Britain.
4, Legislate against discrimination in housing
and enployment.

"Industry . . Workers'.Control in nationalised industries.

2. Yorkers to elect management in public sector.
3« In private sector set up Yorks Councils.
=i 4, Oppose anti Trade Union. legislation,

Vietnam "~ 1. Wilson must dissociate himself from US policy

2. Recognise the lational Liberation Front.
3¢ Oppose US bombing.
4, Dritish initiative to reunite Vietnam."

In Dlackpool for the Trade Union Conference last week, I

was handed a leaflet making the above demands and thought for
a moment that I had stumbled on a backwater beyond the reach
of Transport House, where Young ZSocialists are still permitted
to hold political views.

But this leaflet, and others equally radical, is issued by the
Toung liberals ! - and is aprarently having some effect on the
growth of their organisation,

Toung Socialists, who hold and who have worked for such ideals,
are unlikely to be tempted into a party whose history belies
the opportunist apreal which it is now making to youth, but
there is no doubt that it stands to mop up much support from
newcomers to politics, It is scandalous that Wilson's extremc
right wing policies permit the Liberal Party - and in some
instances even the Tory Party - to outbid us in radicalism.
ind it is & sobering thought that a Young Socialist who openly
touted such views as the above would lay himself open to
disciplinary action, or worse. Fortunatelly the Liberal Party
is likely to be no more successful than the ILabour Party in
curbing the apretites which it has whetted.

LONDON WLIEK IPORUIT

There has becn an alteration in the plans for the 'Weelk' Torun
to be held at The Iucas Arms, 245a, CGrays Inn Road, Kings Cross,
on Friday 18th Septenber at 8.00 pm. Owing to conflicting
engagements of the scheduled speakers on the TUC Conference, it
has been decided to combine the Forum with one on the Labour
Party iAnnuesl Conference. It will be held on TFriday 14 October
- same place, sane time. The current Week Forum will now

take the form of a General Discussion.



Report of the i.i 1l.nds Regionel Delecgate Conference,
held on Sunday September 11th, from 10.30am - 4pm,
at Dradwell Hell, Porthilly Fewcastle=-under-Lyne, Staffordshire,

In his openin:: address, the Chairman, W,Richardson, welcomed over 50
delegates who were from trade unions, tenants' associations and poliical
parties, and commented that the conference was a step in the right
direction, because 18 organisations were represented, i

The purpose of the conference was not to discuss housing problems, Hut
To see whether the firgt step could be taken towards forming a National
Federation of Tenaihi4'and Residents! Organisations, because there were
many problems ané they were not likely to grow less.

Finance lies at the very heart of the problems in housing, so housing .
must be considered as a social necessity and not as a means to accumilate
vast profits, ; 8

The Chairman continued by saying that tenants move in isolation, without
reference to a movement as a whole, and that this was one of our
weaknesses, e guoted the Birmingham Tenants! Association's examnle

of United Action ( & campaign in which 15,000 tenents witheld increased
rents) becesuse he said it was necessary for tenants to unite and show . .=
Their strength in order that the politicians may know that their protest
is a protest with reason cnd strength behind it,

lr.W.Gill, Secretary of the National issociation of Tenants and Residents
proposed en alliance between trades councils, trade unions and council
and private tenants throughout the country, to co=ardinate research into
tenants!'! problems,

Mr,Gill said thaet we were telting part not in a rezional move but a
national one,bcczuse we were up acainst a natiord housing policy. There
are tenants' associations in Lurope with up to 50 years experience.

They are organised on similar lines to the trade unions in this country.
He said thaet the tenants' organisations should not be seen as a political
party as such, but they should widen their activities to deal not only
with rents bui with other socizal problems, too,

Councillor Nixon said that TenantsY.ssociztions could be more effective
in the field of housing by meeting their councillors and telling them
what 1s really needed to male accomodation comfortable for the occupants,
He said thet there should be no such thing as private building, that

all building should be nationclised and seen as a social service,

lireSkelton, from Sawley, in dcaling with the organisational aspecu,
emphasised the point that rent should not necessarily be the central .
issue for tenants! assoclarions, and quoted as an example of a broade.
programime some fo the projects entered into by the Sawley Tenants®
Association,

The following resolution was passed unanimously: -

"We, the Delegates to this Midlands Regional Conference HEREBY RESOLVE
to roturn to our organisations with the urgent request that mandated
delegetes be noninated to . attend an’ insugural meeting to be held in
Newcastle-under-Lyme on 6th November, 1965 in order to set up a Regioral
Committee and that an Acting Secretary be now appointed to make all
necessary prior arrangements,"

Mr.C.L.Allcock, 33 Yed;ewood 3t., Woolstanton, Newecastle-under-Lyme,
was appointed ..cting Secretary,



